
Page 1 of 3 

 

 
 

Burns Science and Technology Charter School 

160 Ridge Rd. 

Oak Hill, Fl 32759 

 

“Creating the Future” 

 

 

March 27, 2012 Regular School Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Meeting called to order at 6:35pm 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Roll Call – Members present, Mr. Darden, Mr. Bittle, Dr. Doherty, Mr. Eader, Dr. Fischer-Carne,  

                                   Mr.Clinton, Mrs. Moyle, and Mr. Mariande. Excused absence - Mrs. Blankenship 

 

Mr. Eader moved to approve the minutes for February 28th meeting. Second by Dr. Doherty. All in favor. 

 

The board recognized County Councilwoman Joie Alexander who was in attendance. Councilwoman Alexander 

made it known that she was present to hear the spirited discussion about the proposed building and that she would 

help in anyway possible to make it happen. 

 

The board decided to move up Mr. James Halleran (CPA Representative) in the agenda. Mr Halleran stated that he 

will complete the 990 return.  He stated he can handle any concerns at cost. Mr. Halleran also advised that the 

school lunch fund is included. Mr. Darden expressed how critical it is for the school to have a good audit. Mr. 

Eader stated that audit procedures should be reported back to the board. General discussion about audits is 

completed. Smaller issues will be given to Dr. McGee. The final report will be presented to the board along with 

any recommendations. Mr. Bittle asked for an example of when services may be terminated by the CPA firm. Mr. 

Halleran stated that it is very rare that services are terminated. He gave an example that the threat of litigation 

would be a reason for the firm to cancel their services.  

 

Treasurers Report – Mr. Darden stated that the school is in good financial shape with $20,000 in the black. He also 

spoke of Dr. McGee being authorized to transfer funds from account to account and submitting a report. 

 

DOCS Committee – Mr. Mariande gave a report on what bylaws the committee has been working on. He provided 

a handout and requested that board members not look at the report until after the meeting in order to take time to 

think about the documentation.  He reported on statute 6:17 and how the board is exempt from certain statutes. Mr. 

Mariande gave a general summary of the following areas: meeting notices, regular meetings, bylaws vs. policies, 

and public participation. Mr. Darden stated that it needs to be clear on what statutes the board is exempt from. Mr. 

Mariande recommended that the principal be present at all meetings and sit at the table with the board.   
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Mr. Darden spoke on whether or not the Chairperson should be given any special authorization. Dr. Doherty stated 

that the chairperson is responsible for signing legal documents for the board. 

 

Discussion was had on whether or not to have chief officer titles. Dr. Consuegra from EdFutures stated that they 

have not used chief executive officer titles in the past.  

 

Mr. Mariande stated that board minutes need to be forwarded to Volusia County School District, which has not 

been done in the past.  

 

Discussion was held on what counts as a quorum. Mr. Darden stated that telephone participation is permitted, but 

does not count towards establishing a quorum. The person(s) on the telephone must be on the phone for the entire 

meeting and not just for certain times or items during the meeting. 

 

The board decided to move the vote for CPA representation up in the agenda. Mr. Eader made the motion to hire 

Mr Halleran’s CPA firm to conduct the school audit. Mr. Darden seconded. Roll call vote with all in favor. 

 

Discussion was held about purchasing a bulletin board to be hung in the front office at the school. The board will 

have information relating to the school board including meeting notices and agendas. Mrs. Moyle made the motion 

to purchase the bulletin board with the price not to exceed $200.00. Mr. Eader seconded. General board discussion 

on the subject followed. All in favor.  

 

Discussion was held in reference to scheduling the board’s annual meeting to vote on the annual budget and 

review/update the bylaws. Dr. Consuegra stated that he will not be available until sometime in September. Dr. 

Doherty requested that Dr. McGee find out when the annual budget is to be submitted to the Volusia County School 

District. It was decided that the board will set the date for the annual meeting once Dr. McGee can advise when the 

budget is due. 

 

Discussion was held about setting a regular date for the board’s regular monthly meetings. Mr. Mariande made the 

motion to hold regular board meetings on the fourth Tuesday of every month at 6:30pm. Dr. Doherty seconded. All 

in favor. 

 

Mr. Bittle discussed the principal evaluation process as stated in the contract with EdFutures. The process will be 

held in June with the principal and board chairperson, each completing an evaluation of the principal. The two will 

then meet to compare evaluations and work together to complete a single like-minded final evaluation. The board 

may add steps to be included in the evaluation process. Dr. Doherty expressed that he would like to sit down and 

discuss goals for the upcoming year that relate to both the principal and the school as a whole.  Dr McGee will 

provide a copy of the goals that were established at the beginning of this school year.  

 

Principal’s Report – Dr. McGee spoke about Burns Sci-Tech being selected as the school in the Southeast Region 

of the United States that will speak to the astronauts on the International Space Station this coming fall.  She also 

spoke about Burns Sci-Tech being selected to receive a $125,000 grant to teach yoga to students next year and 

evaluate how it affects their learning process. The grant will cover the salary of the yoga instructor, the curriculum, 

and supplies.  
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Dr. McGee discussed the proposed new building the school could receive from NASA. She introduced Tim, the 

person responsible for initiating the process. Tim spoke in general about the building. Mr. Darden asked if anyone 

knew whether or not the building was constructed with non-combustible materials. He stated that the building 

would have to be certified and approved by the DCA as safe to be inhabited prior to allowing children into the 

building.  He advised that Dr. McGee could go through Tallahassee or the Volusia School District to reach someone 

that could approve the building.  Mr. Darden made the motion for Dr. McGee to seek approval of the building from 

the DCA.  Mr. Mariande seconded. Board discussion followed with both Dr. Doherty and Mrs. Moyle voicing their 

concern with being surprised every meeting by something that holds back a vote to move forward with the building. 

Dr. Doherty stated that it was nothing aimed at Mr. Darden because he appreciates his thoroughness, but it is 

important that in the future, the board obtains all needed information prior to trying to vote on an item so that it 

does not cause unneeded delays, as in this case. Dr. McGee submitted two written proposals that were submitted to 

her to move the building. The first proposal was from Donaldson Enterprises in Tallahassee. They would move the 

building for $73,400.00. It would cost an additional $3,500.00 to move the stairs. They also wanted the school to 

provide the manpower and materials needed to reassemble the building on site over a two week period. The second 

proposal was from J&S Homes in Mims. They would move the building for $72,800.00. They would take 

$24,000.00 down and finance the remaining amount over 3 years at $2,000.00 a month with 5% interest. The 

School would need $50,000.00 upfront to cover the $24,000.00 down payment to move the building, the cost of the 

permits, and the cost to remov the covered walkway on the south side of the campus. The Oak Hill Community 

Trust will get the site ready. The school also received a call from someone that wished to remain anonymous. He is 

willing to donate $20,000.00 to the school that will not have to be paid back. The money would be used to cover the 

costs of remodeling the inside of the building.  Mr. Eader made a motion to accept the recommendation of Principal 

McGee to approve the proposal submitted by J&S Home in Mims pending availability of funds and DCA approval. 

Seconded by Dr. Fischer-Carne. Roll call vote with all in favor. 

 

Student Performance Evaluation Presentation by Dr. Consuegra and Dr. McGee – Dr. Consuegra discussed the 

various methods used to evaluate student performance throughout the year including the Florida Kindergarten 

Readiness Screening, Fair Testing, Volusia County Schools Benchmarks, and FCAT. He then spoke of the 

Instrumental Planning, Summative Assessments, FCAT Instruments, School Improvement Planning, and Fall 

Diagnostic Results. Dr. McGee showed where students stood by grade when they first entered Burns Sci-Tech and 

were tested, compared to where they stand now through testing. 74% of our students are currently demonstrating 

the skills needed for reading success. Our kindergarten students are currently ranked 6th out of 56 Volusia County 

elementary schools in reading skills. Fair scores were shown for September (K-56, 1st-68 and 2nd-68) and January 

(K-63, 1st-46 and 2nd-64). She also showed Reading Fair scores for 3rd-8th grades, Math Benchmark scores for 3rd-

8th grades and Volusia Writes scores for 3rd-8th grades. She explained the school improvement initiatives.  

 

School board attorney discussion will be table until the next meeting.  

 

Board Comments – Mr. Eader felt the meeting was positive. Mrs. Moyle said she appreciated Mr. Darden’s eye for 

detail. Dr. Doherty requested a name tag for Dr. McGee. Dr. Fischer-Carne also felt it was a positive meeting. Mr. 

Bittle was glad to see the building project move forward. 

 

Dr. Doherty made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Mrs. Moyle. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:36pm. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kathy Bittle    


